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STEPHEN FULL 


AGENT FOR FAMAIC 4, 


TO HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTERS, 


7 2 HE Agent of Jamaica, by the Advice and Approbation of the Rigbr 
Honourable Lord Penryhn, Edward Long, and Bryan Edwards, Eſquires, 
with whom he is directed, by the Council and Aſſembly, to conſult, begs Leave to 
ſubmit to the Conſideration of His Majeſty's Miniſters, the following Obſerva- 
tions and Propoſitions, on the Subject of ſuch Part of the Memorial and Petition 
of the Council and Aſſembly to His Majeſty, of the Eleventh of December laſt, as 
relates to a limited Intercourſe between the Britiſh Weſt Indies, and the United 
States of America, 1n American Bottoms. | 

The ſaid Agent conceives that it is no longer a Queſtion, whether the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Britiſh Weſt India [lands can be ſupplied by any other Channel than 
that of the United States; the invincible Law of abſolute Neceſſity, (paramount 
to all other Conſiderations,) having lately induced the Lieutenant Governor and 
Council of Jamaica to open the Ports of that Ifland to all American Veſſels, of 
all Deſcriptions, by Proclamation. The ſaid Memorialiſts have ſtated, that this 
Meaſure was dictated, © ſolely by Motives of Self-Preſervation; for they 
ſolemnly affirm, © that nothing but a reaſonable Participation in a Trade with 
“ the United States, can, on many probable Contingencies in future, prevent 
« them from Ruin and Death.“ | 
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It is preſumed to be a Fact, equally well eſtabliſhed, that the Neceſſities of the 
ſaid Iſlands cannot be ſupplied, in any Degree adequate to their Wants, even from 


the United States, unleſs in Veſſels actually belonging to the ſaid States. The 
Weſt India Iſlands have few or no Ships of their own; and were it even true, 


which the ſaid Agent by no means allows, that Britiſh Veſſels from hence might, 


by circuitous Voyages, profitably tranſport Lumber and Proviſions from the 
United States to the ſaid lands, and fo return to Great Britain with Freights of 
Sugar ; yet the Planters would be wholly unable to pay for Lumber and Pro- 


viſions thus obtained; not only from the augmented Coſt thereof, but alſo, . 


inalmuch as their Rum, their chief Reſource for the Purchaſe of Neceſſaries, to 
the Amount of upwards of Half a Million Sterling, would ſtill remain a dead 
Weight on their Hands: The Conſumption of Rum in this Kingdom, in the 
Year 1783, not exceeding 505, 150 Gallons ; although the Quantity annually 
made in the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, for Exportation, exceeds 7,700,000 
Gallons. | 

The Agent, deſirous of obviating all material Objections, humbly offers to 
your Conſideration the Plan of a future Intercourſe between the ſaid and 
of Jamaica and the United States, of ſo ſtrict and limited a Nature, as, he pre- 
ſumes, will not be controverted, even by thoſe who have hitherto appeared moſt 


_ zealous for confining the Trade of the Veſt India [lands to Great Britain and 


treland only. 


Firſt, The ſaid Agent humbly offers to your Conſideration, whether the Inter- 
courſe requeſted by the Veſt India Planters, in American Veſſels, may not be con- 
fined to Sloops and Schooners only, having but one Deck, and not exceeding the 
Burthen of Six!y Tens. And, to obviate all Suſpicions of fraudulent Meaſurement, 
whether the Number of Mariners in each Veſſel may not be limited to Three 
White Seamen, and as many Negroes, or People of Colour, ſo as not to exceed 
Six in the Whole ? | 

Secondly, W hereas, among the Commodities formerly allowed to be imported 
into the Britiſh Wet India lands, the following were Articles of conſiderable Im- 
portance, viz. Bar Iron—IWax and Spermaceti Candles Train Oil — Hams 
Tongues —Herrings — Butter — Cheeſe—Scap—Starch—Tallow— Salted Beef and 
Pork ; of the latter, viz. Salted Beef and Pork, the Import into all the Britiſh 
Feſt India Iſlands, from the ſaid States, in the Years 1771, 1772, and 1773, 
was 44,782 Barrels, worth, at the Ports of Delivery, upwards of /. 110,000 
Sterling Money: It is ſubmitted, that the Planters in future be reſtricted to the 
ſupplying themſelves with all theſe Articles of indiſpenſible Neceſſity from 
Great Britain and Ireland only; truſting nevertheleſs, that in adjuſting the com- 
mercial Arrangements between Great Britain and Ireland, Proviſion will be made, 
by the Parliament of Ireland, for a reciprocal Security to the Weſt India Planter, 
againſt the Introduction of foreign Weſt India Produce into that Kingdom, and 


againſt any Augmentation of Taxes upon the Export of Salt Proviſions from. 
thence to the Britiſh Weſt Indies. 
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Thirdly, As it has been urged, that granting Permiſſion to the Subjects of 
the United States, to export raw Sugars from the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, may 
interfere with the Commerce of Great Britain and Ireland ; whether this Permiſſion 
may not be reſtricted, in future, to clayed, and refined Sugars only? 

Fourthly, As to Hides and Skins, Cotton Wool, Indigo, Logwood, Fuſtick, and 
other Dyers Woods; whether the Export thereof to the United States, from the 
Britiſh Plantations, ſhould not be prohibited altogether ? 

Fifthly, In order that all reaſonable Encouragement may be ſhewn to the 
Britiſh Settlers in our remaining Provinces of North America; and to demonſtrate 


that the Sugar Planters are ſincerely diſpoſed to give them the Preference of 


their Cuſtom, whenever, by the Increaſe of People, or the Progreſs of Cultiva- 
tion, they ſhall be actually enabled to ſupply our Wants, in Part or in Total; 
whether the Meaſures now ſubmitted to the Conſideration of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, if adopted by Parliament, may not be in Force for a probationary 
Period, to commence the Firſt Day of July next? 

By Means of a Syſtem of this Kind, the Imports from the United States, into 
the Britiſh Weſt Indies, will be confined in future to working Cattle, Lumber, and 
Proviſions only; and of the latter, to ſuch Species alone, as it is on all Hands admitted 
that Great Britain, Ireland, and our remaining Provinces, cannot immediately furniſh, 
in a Quantity by any Means adequate to the Demand. The American Navigation, 
ſufficient for this Purpoſe, muſt, by the Excluſion of ſo many Articles, neceſſarily 
be in Proportion diminiſhed. It appears by the Report of the Right Honourable 
the Committee of Council, that the Number of Veſſels, both American and 
Britiſh, formerly employed in a direct Intercourſe between the Wet India lands 
and North America, never exceeded 5 33, and the Seamen employed therein 3,339; 
of which 1,000 at leaſt, it is conceived, were Negro Slaves, or People of Colour. 
On the Plan now propoſed, it is probable, conſidering the conſequent Diminu- 
tion of the Number of Veſſels, that the whole Number of white Seamen ſo em- 
ployed in future, would not exceed /wwelve Hundred. And what Policy can be 
more dreadful, than that, which, in order to diſtreſs ſo inſignificant a Handful 


of People, ſhould put the Whole of the Sugar [fiands, containing 500,000 Inbabi- 


tants, to the Riſque of Deſtruction ! | | 
It is not for the Agent to ſuppole, that it can ever be deemed expedient, rather 


to connive at a clandeſtine, than authorize an open Intercourſe ; but he will be 
allowed to expreſs his moſt ſerious Apprehenſions of the Miſchiefs which ſeem 
to threaten his Conſtituents. The French Government, as he is informed, 
having lately eſtabliſhed no leſs than Seven Free Ports in their Iſlands, for the 
Admiſſion, in foreign Veſſels, of Lumber and Live Stock of every Spectes, ſalted Beef, 
and Fiſh, he fears, that if the Britiſb Planters cannot obtain their Neceſſaries, in 
any Thing like a ſufficient Quantity, by a licenſed Mode of Intercourſe in Britiſh 
Veſſels, they muſt procure them by illicit Means, or diſcontinue the Cultivation 
of their Lands. And that, as the Vicinity of the French Mands promiſes to facili- 
tate a clandeſtine Introduction of Supplies, they will probably obtain them from the 
United States, for the moſt Part, through the Medium of the French Iſlands, and 
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in French Bottoms. In this Event, the French Free Ports may become the great 
Emporiums for theſe Articles, and gain a Profit upon their Cuſtomers, in Propor- 
tion to the Magnitude of the Riſque, and the Demand; French Seamen may 
be employed, (more formidable of the two than American;) the Britiſh Planters 
become Dependants on their Rivals; the Plantations, the Commerce, and the 
Marine of Frence, may derive from this fatal Cauſe a rapid Improvement and 
Grandeur; whilſt the Britiſb Intereſts, in that Part of the Empire, are ſinking 
with equal Rapidity into Annihilation. 


Ne 28, Upper-Harley-ſtreet, 
March 8, 1785. 
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